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Distribution of COVID-19 vaccines
By David Oluwole

Senior Sports Editor

    COVID-19 raised a multitude 

of concerns in schools returning 

from summer break, particularly 

how schools would protect facul-

ty and students. As Illinois began 

to make vaccines a priority for 

educators, Lake Forest Academy 

was able to organize the vaccina-

tion of eligible faculty members.

    The lofty task wouldn’t have 

been possible without Anna Klin-

er, who is completing her first full 

year as LFA’s Director of Health 

Services. When asked about the 

process of getting faculty vacci-

nated Kliner stated, “I was able to 

talk to an organization that’s part-

nered with Lake County called 

the Erie Family Health Center 

because I previously worked 

there. I was able to get in touch 

with the medical director who 

said that they were working with 

the county to vaccinate educators 

and other people who were eli-

gible.” Once informed, she was 

able to spread the long-awaited 

information to LFA’s adult com-

munity and get people signed up. 

While some were able to sched-

ule appointments that opened up 

for K-12 teachers on the Illinois 

AllVax system, not all were able 

to get appointments right away, 

so Kliner’s ability to arrange for 

essentially a max vaccination for 

LFA faculty, staff, and sodexo 

members was a welcome surprise.

    Kilner stated that about ninety 

percent of faculty and staff mem-

bers have at least been adminis-

tered one dose of the vaccine. 

She hopes that “Once LFA has 

reached a high level of vaccina-

tion, morale can be increased, 

due to people not having to wor-

ry about contracting the virus.” 

She also stated that once students 

are vaccinated, regulations like 

quarantining after being in close 

contact with someone who con-

tracted the virus would be eased.

    Even with its success, there 

were complications in the pro-

cess. Dean of Faculty, Tom John-

son explained how a number of 

faculty and staff had their second 

doses delayed. He stated that 

“Unfortunately, we had a num-

ber of faculty and staff that had 

their second doses delayed by 

a day or two; those people had 

made plans for class coverage 

based on their original appoint-

ments, so in some cases they 

had to scramble and revise their 

coverage plans”. Even with those 

complications, Johnson stated 

that everyone was great in help-

ing each other out when needed. 

    With a vaccine in place and a 

rapid rollout across the country, 

many faculty and staff have re-

ceived theirs. One of the faculty 

that received a vaccine was Ted 

Golota. Golota has been a teach-

er at LFA for over four years, and 

currently teaches both Algebra 

2 and Conceptual Precalculus.  

    When asked why he received the 

vaccine, he stated that he received 

it to protect himself because he 

not only has bad lungs, but also 

to protect the community. With 

a virus that’s so easily spread, he 

believes that it was of the utmost 

importance to protect himself, his 

Photo by Mandy Krause
As the COVID-19 vaccine becomes more available, the vaccine distrabution cen-
ters are getting even more traffic.

Photo by Mandy Krause
An inside view of the vaccination center at the Lake County Fair Grounds, where some of the teachers and adults on campus 
went in order to recieve their COVID-19 vaccines.

family, and those around him. 

    As vaccines are continuously  

being administered, one point 

of concern has been regarding 

the side effects. With a swirl of 

unproven rumours being spread 

about the vaccine side effects, 

Golota stated that he “felt pain 

and aches about 16 hours after 

the shot. The area where my 

back was cut open for surgery 

was especially sore”. These 

symptoms are typical after 

any type of vaccine or shot. 

    When asked if he would 

recommend others to take the 

vaccine, Golota stated that he 

would “absolutely recommend 

the vaccine to others,” as it is a 

way to protect those vulnerable.

    Another faculty member 

who received the vaccine is 

Steve. Ryder of the Language 

Department. He said, “For 

me, getting the vaccine was 

an easy decision, from the 

standpoint of self-protection 

from the virus, but also from 

a sense of duty to the com-

munity and society as a whole.”  

Ryder confidently believes that 

vaccination is key to defeating 

this pandemic on a global scale.

    Regarding his personal expe-

riences, the side effect that came 

with the vaccine were muscle 

soreness. He stated that “both 

doses gave me a sore arm, but 

the second made me very tired 

for about 24 hours, with a slight 

headache, loss of appetite and 

a stomach ache. The next day I 

felt fine again.” Even with these 

side effects, he believes it is a 

small price to pay for protec-

tion against the deadly virus. 

    Ultimately, Ryder stated, “I 

would recommend that oth-

ers receive the vaccine, also 

while recognizing that many 

people have legitimate and per-

sonal reasons for not doing so. 

    With vaccines continuous-

ly rolling out, one can only 

hope that a sense of normalcy 

will be restored throughout the 

world after this difficult time. 
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By Garrison Sloan
Editor-in-Chief

     With May fast approaching, so is the sea-
son for AP exams. Due to ongoing restric-
tions and a large volume of remote-learning 
students across the country, these exams 
are going to look a bit different this year. 
   Lake Forest Academy’s Dean of Curric-
ulum and Innovation, Kristine Von Ogden, 
who is in charge of much of the process be-
hind AP exams at LFA, was able to provide 
a large amount of information on these 
altered exams. She described how AP ex-
ams will take a hybrid approach this year. 
   “There are going to be three different ad-
ministration periods [for AP exams],” said 
Von Ogden. “Administration One will be 
a written test for in-person students only. 
Administration Two will be a combination 
of written exams for in-person students, 
and online exams for online students, and 
Administration Three will be online only.” 
   Von Ogden went on to elaborate about how 
this information will apply to LFA students. 
   “We will use Administration One 
for all of our in-person students. Ad-
ditionally, we will use a combination 
of Administrations Two and Three 

for our remote students,” she said.
   In 2020, the AP exams were hasti-
ly moved online due to the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. No in-person ex-
ams were administered, and the new on-
line exams were far shorter than their 
in-person counterparts would have been. 
For example, for many English courses, 
the 2020 AP exam was constituted only 
by a single 45-minute free response essay. 
   Von Ogden explained that this model will 
not be in place for the online exams this year. 
   “There will be multiple sections on the 
exams this year,” she said. “They [Col-
lege Board] haven’t decided exactly what 
will be on the digital exams yet, but they 
will be similar to the written exams.” 
   Although the actual format of the on-
line exams has yet to be determined, it 
is likely that they will feature common 
elements from the typical exams, includ-
ing a mix of multiple choice questions, 
free response questions, and short essays. 
   One thing to note is that certain ex-
ams will not have online versions. The 
majority of exams that will unfortunate-
ly not include online options for remote 
students will be AP language exams. 
   As with any major test, preparation is a 

key to success. When asked about how stu-
dents should prepare, and if special prepa-
ration should be taken for online exams, 
Von Ogden provided the following advice:
   “For remote students, if they know 
they’re going to take the exam online, 
there will be online practice tests avail-
able,” she said. “I want them to be familiar 
with the format and do adequate practice in 
the same way as students will in-person.”
   There can be a lot of pressure associated 
with APs. While doing well is important, 

it’s also important to not let stress take over. 
   “I think that it is important to re-
member that these are just exams,” 
said Von Ogden. “They do not rep-
resent who you are as a student.” 
   With the process far more ironed out this 
year, LFA should have a smooth AP Exam 
period. While it may not quite be what it 
usually is, the College Board and Lake 
Forest Academy seem to have worked to 
create the best possible system for the cur-
rent situation, one that’s functional and fair. 

New formatting for the AP exams

The ISACS evaluation proccess
By Bela DeJesus
Managing Editor of Global Perspectives

   The Independent Schools Association 
of the Central States, or ISACS, is an or-
ganization located in Chicago that mon-
itors and regulates independent schools 
in the Midwest in order to assure they 
are performing at their best. Their goal is 
for each of the members, or schools, un-
der their jurisdiction to achieve equity, 
integrity, and continuous improvement. 

   ISACS ensures this by having each of their 
midwest schools go through a seven year cy-
cle, in which the school prepares, self-stud-
ies, is accredited by submitting a report and 
getting visited by a team, creates a reaction 
report, implements ideas, creates a prog-
ress report, and then reviews the process. 
   Lake Forest Academy is a member of  
ISACS and has gone through this seven 
year process before. LFA is now in the 
self-study stage, meaning the school is tak-
ing a deep dive into what a students’ life is 

truly like. Tom Johnson, Dean of Faculty, 
and Ardelle Hagar, Mathematics Teacher, 
are co-chairs of the process. The analy-
sis of an entire school seems like a huge 
task--and it is--but Johnson and Hagar 
have delegated the work accordingly.
   They have created committees that dis-
cuss different aspects of the school, from 
academics to boarding life to business. 
Committees consist of faculty, students, 
alumni, parents, and Sodexo staff who have 
a speciality and experience in that area. 

These committees meet four times over 
the year, and at the end of the process, they 
will develop a report about the strengths, 
weaknesses, and possible solutions in their 
field. This report will be written as a de-
brief for the visiting ISACS team in 2022.
   The process is incredibly unique, as it 
is rare that students, teachers, alumni, 
Sodexo staff, and parents are all work-
ing together. Normally a process like 
this would be very adult driven, howev-
er, LFA chose to include student voices. 
When asked what the student voice meant, 
Tom Johnson, Dean of Faculty and co-
chair of the accreditation process, stated 
that, “Students have a great perspective 
on what being here is like, and it would 
be a tragedy not to have the expertise.”
   From a student’s point of view, it could 
be intimidating. However, Steven Sun, a 
junior on the boarding life committee, said 
the contrary. He believes, “The conversa-
tion is kind of like friends, everyone is re-
laxed and giving out suggestions and there’s 
no worries if you don’t agree with an idea.” 
   The accreditation process means a lot to 
the future of LFA, as it allows for an in-
trospective analysis of what is going right 
and what is going wrong that can help it 
improve in the future. As Johnson put it so 
well, it can help LFA identify a “road map 
for where we go in the next five years”, and 
make sure each part of the LFA commu-
nity has a space to voice their concerns. 

Photo courtesy of iascas.org
The Independent Schools Association of the Central States monitors independent schools of the Midwest.

Photo courtesy of College Board
The 2021 AP Exams Timeline. 
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Honoring Abbe Shanley-Roberts
By Rachel Johns
Managing Editor of News

    What do aloe plants, naval architec-
ture, knitting, and pugs in t-shirts have in 
common? The only answer is the 9th an-
nual February Frog Hunt held in the honor 
of the late Abigail Shanley-Roberts ‘21.
   This year, the Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents and Director of Residential Life, 
Jonathan Freeman, held the beloved Frog 
Hunt in honor of Shanley-Roberts, ask-
ing her friends and family for event ideas 
revolving around things she did, said, or 
loved. The idea to honor her legacy in this 
unique way came to Freeman naturally.
   “It just seemed like the right thing 
to do for someone who made a name 
for herself during her time at LFA 
with extraordinary contributions to the 
House Cup in general, but really spe-
cifically the Frog Hunt,” Freeman said. 
  The theme was well-received among 

students and faculty. Shanley-Roberts’ 
best friend Emily Hawkins ‘21 said, “The 
theme and all of the challenges for the 
Frog Hunt were incredible for honoring 
Abbe’s memory. Mr. Freeman coming to-
gether with several of Abbe’s friends and 
family members to put together a very 
special House Cup event is something that 
myself and a lot of students are very grate-
ful for in a year where it is very hard to 
come together to celebrate someone’s life. 
I’m happy to see that the faculty and stu-
dents have found a way to pay tribute to 
her legacy in the most Abbe way possible.”
   Shanley-Roberts made many contribu-
tions as to the Frog Hunt over her three 
years at LFA as an enthusiastic partici-
pant. Last year alone, she initiated busk-
ing in the upper Corbin hallway, com-
pleted a frog themed cross-stitch, and 
wore 42 layers of LFA-themed clothing 
during Morning Meeting, which is per-
haps her most iconic House Cup memory.

     Her enthusiasm for friendly competition 
was nothing short of astonishing. Freeman 
noted, “She just embodied everything that 
we want the house cup to be. That craziness, 
the willingness to participate. She was the 
kind of person you could ask her ‘Abbe, 
would you?’, and she’d say yes before you 
could say the rest of the question. It didn’t 
matter what you were asking her to do. It 
was just all about the spirit, which is some-
thing that we need this year more than ever.”
  As a result of her genuine passion 
for the House Cup, Shanley-Rob-
erts was named Lewis House cap-
tain at the end of the last school year. 
   “Abbe was probably one of the easi-
est choices for house captain that we’ve 
ever had in the history of the House Cup. 
I remember that Zoom with last year’s 
Master of the House (Giselle Anan ‘20). 
The conversation about who would be 
Lewis House captain was really short be-
cause it had to be Abbe,” Freeman said. 

    The Frog Hunt is not the first event on 
campus to celebrate the life of Abigail 
Shanley-Roberts. On October 13th, fami-
ly and friends put on a celebration of life 
in the formal gardens. The well-attend-
ed celebration of life featured speeches 
given by her loved ones, photographs of 
her life, and lanterns. Some of her aloe 
plants and fun socks were passed out 
to visitors as objects of remembrance.
    On Friday March 5th, the GirlsVarsity Ice 
Hockey team unveiled a banner in the ice 
rink featuring her jersey number, 11. Head 
coach Tyler Madeley gave a brief speech 
about how Abbe was an integral part of 
the team. Shanley-Roberts’ family attend-
ed, and her sister Emily Shanely-Roberts 
‘14 pulled the cord to release and display 
Shanley-Roberts jersey banner, whose 
number 11 is being retired for LFA Hockey. 
  Abigail Shanley-Roberts is missed terribly 
by the LFA community, but her spirit lives on 
in all of us through these acts of memoriam.

Photo by Rachel Johns
Emily Hawkins ‘21 poses for a 2021 Frog Hunt Challenge with Abbe’s pugs Oliver and Mildred Shan-
ley-Roberts wearing Lewsi House shirts.

Photo by Rachel Johns
Rachel Johns ‘21 (left) and Abbe Shanley-Roberts ‘21 (right) wear many layers of LFA themed clothing 
for a House Cup Competiton during the winter of 2020.

Photo by Rachel Johns
The House Cup bulletin board during the February Frog Hunt featuring the Frog Hunt’s competitions and the leaderboard, which Abbe’s house Lewis was on top of.
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Close contacts in sports send students into quarantine, 
but spring brings more athletics and new COVID rules  
By Nicholas Alutto
Editor-in-Chief

   As a result of positive COVID-19 tests 
during LFA’s recurring surveillance tests, 
members of the JV Boys’ basketball team 
and members of the Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball team, along with any other close 
contacts, were forced to quarantine for 
two weeks. With two whole athletic teams 
forced to quarantine, it was extremely 
noticeable to most students as they saw 
their classmates taking classes remote-
ly for an extended period of time. This 
has led many students to wonder more 
about the close contact process, specifi-
cally with how it relates to sports at LFA.
   One thing that some students were won-
dering about was why for some sports that 
had positive cases during the school year, 
like field hockey, other members of the 
team were not forced to quarantine, but the 
entire basketball teams that had positive 
tests this February did have to quarantine.
   Anna Kliner, Director of Health Services, 

talked about the differences between close 
contacts for different sports, saying, “Pret-
ty much all the outdoor sports are consid-
ered low risk...partially it has to do with 
having detailed contact tracing conver-
sations about how the people who tested 
positive were interacting with the team.”
   For the field hockey team, the individu-
al who tested positive was not interacting 
with any of the other players, and the sport 
is held outdoors, which made it so that the 
members of the team did not need to quar-
antine. On the other hand, a player on the 
Boy’s JV Basketball team tested positive, 
and the coach on Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
was practicing with the players. Due to the 
high risk designation of basketball by the 
Illinois High School Association, and due 
to contract tracing conversations, both of 
the teams had to undergo a full quarantine.
   Although part of this difference was due 
to the high risk designation of basketball, 
another part of the differences in protocol 
came due to changing CDC guidelines.
   “Back then, it was 15 minutes at a time, 

so you could have, in theory, five inter-
actions of fourteen-and-a-half minutes in 
a 24-hour period and not be considered a 
close contact. The CDC clarified to make 
it a lot more reasonable and rational that 
it’s actually 15 minutes of cumulative 
time over a 24 hour period,” Kliner said.
   LFA has also been practicing very 
diligent COVID protocols to dimin-
ish close contacts and to make sure 
that they are found when they occur.
   “They are keeping track, for instance, 
of who is in the practice, what they are 
doing those days, and they are filming 
those practices, so that we can see what 
actual interaction there was,” Kliner said.
   Although it is important for everyone at 
LFA to continue practicing social distancing 
to prevent anything else from happening be-
fore the school year ends, some restrictions 
around athletics at LFA are being rolled 
back for the spring and summer seasons.
   Darrin Madeley, Athletic Director, dis-
cussed bringing back spectators to out-
door events, saying, “We are going to 

allow spectators at outdoor events, and I 
am working on the protocols for that and 
trying to figure out what the right number 
is. We are allowed 20% of our capacity 
for the turf...I am going to put up a gate 
so at game time I can stand there and kind 
of direct traffic. So, students will start be-
ing able to see soccer and field hockey.”
   Even with the guidelines and quaran-
tines that have occurred over the past 
year, the risk of holding athletic team 
practices and events have seemingly not 
been as great as the benefits that these 
opportunities bring to LFA’s community.
   Antonio Ferraiolo ‘21, a member of the 
JV basketball team, described his experi-
ence with the basketball season, saying,  
“I really missed the team environment 
because you learn so much in the class-
room, but you also learn so much out in 
the court and out on the field...quarantin-
ing for two weeks really made me question 
if I should’ve played basketball, but I’m 
glad that I did and tried something new.”

Photo by Ellie Anderson
Members of the Boys’ Varsity Basketball team participate in a masked huddle during the 2020-2021 season.

Photo by Dave Atas
LFA’s Girls’ Varsity Basketball team faces off against Regina Dominican during senior night.
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Reddit vs. Wall Street: Amateur investors 
prove the power in numbers 

in GameStop’s recent decline. 
  However, in early Janu-
ary, a change of management 
in GameStop sparked re-
newed faith in the business. 
   Following this, many threads 
that turned up on the subreddit 
led to many amateur investors 
pitching in money and buying 
GameStop stock, much to the 
surprise of Wall Street’s infamous 
hedge funds. Although slow at 
first, the movement built momen-
tum, and soon r/wallstreetbets 
had raised the company’s stock 
by 10 billion dollars. It attracted 
the attention and support of bil-
lionaire Elon Musk, while also 
arousing suspicion from the U.S 
Exchange Commission. Howev-
er, it did not please many of the 
hedge funds and companies who 
were counting on the downfall 
of GameStop to make money. 
   This increased trade volume 
caused Robinhood, an extreme-
ly popular trading platform, to 
suspend and restrict all transac-
tions involving GameStop. This 
upset many investors, ranging 
from amateurs to those with 
experience. In fact, Ted Cruz 
and Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez, two huge political figures 
in opposing political parties, 

unanimously agreed that what 
Robinhood did was unethical.
  On February 2nd, the stock 
started dropping again, 
yet it never dipped back 
down to its original value. 
   Jake Powers, a junior at Lake 
Forest Academy who bought 
some shares of the stock, said, 
“I made 500 dollars from this 
whole thing; it’s pretty crazy.”
   Many of the amateur inven-
tors who decided to buy this 
stock were high schoolers. As 
Powers said, “This whole sit-
uation just shows how even 
these high schoolers have pow-
er when it comes to the econo-
my and controlling the market.” 

Are no-device lunches lowering the vibe?
By Mimi Osborne
Managing Editor of A&E

   In previous years, lunch has 
served as an opportunity to 
bond with fellow students. The 
45-minute break in a busy sched-
ule to unwind and check social 
media is much needed. However, 

with an updated, COVID-con-
scious lunch schedule consisting 
of shortened periods to eat and 
no devices while in the Student 
Union, this bonding opportunity 
has been significantly truncated. 
    Freshman year, I met some 
of my closest friends playing 
online UNO, spending as much 

time as possible free of the 
stress from school. We would 
laugh and joke about the bur-
dens of classes and spend time 
on our phones, giving ourselves 
a mental break. However, for 
the new freshman, who have 
yet had the ability to bond with 
others, I cannot begin to fathom 

how difficult it must be to make 
friends without this opportunity. 
    No-device lunches were imple-
mented with the intent to shorten 
the amount of time students spend 
in the Student Union, particularly 
because this is where a majority 
of the close-contact cases were 
identified. This idea does make 
sense; however, when students 
try to ask a friend where they 
are or check an email for school 
and are instead greeted with the 
dulcet sounds of stern teachers 
instructing them to put their de-
vice down, the enjoyability of 
lunch significantly decreases. Un-
derstanding that the lunchroom 
proctors are simply following 
school-mandated instructions, 
there is nothing that can be done 
on their end. However, from the 
perspective of a student, this new 
rule is not one of high effective-
ness or enjoyability. We should 
work to create another option to 
keep members of the LFA com-
munity out of the Student Union 
for extended periods of time. 

    For people, myself included, 
who hate being alone, sitting at a 
table by yourself is a very daunt-
ing situation. However, in the 
past, when waiting for friends 
to show up, I could entertain 
myself with Instagram or Snap-
chat. But now, with this no lon-
ger being an opportunity, many 
people find themselves simply 
skipping lunch for the day in or-
der to avoid the perpetual fear of 
being alone. Not only is this bad 
for one’s nutritional and men-
tal health, but it makes focusing 
during the later portion of the 
school day significantly harder. 
    No-device lunches, while a 
good idea, have had seriously 
negative social and emotional 
outcomes rather than positive 
ones. Lunch is intended to be a 
time for bonding, an opportuni-
ty for students to bond with one 
another. However, these truncat-
ed lunches with no devices have 
only made an already hard year 
for bonding even more difficult. 

Photo by Calvin Osborne
Students—under the required no-device lunches— eat in Student Union.

By Gemma Fink and Sage Ye
Staff Writers
  
  On January 22, 2021, a remark-
able event happened. Both Reddit 
users and Wall Street frequenters 
watched as GameStop, a nation-
wide electronic retail company, 
had its stocks rise by 50 percent 
in a single day. Following that, 
it kept rising until it reached 
eight times original market cap-
italisation (the sum value of the 
company’s shares)  on January 
27th. At its height, GameStop’s 
value reached a whopping 24 
billion dollars, sending all of 
Wall Street into a panic. This 
drastic change even caught the 
attention of the federal govern-
ment and many political leaders.
   This was started by a small 
online community of less than 2 
million people; a subreddit called 
r/wallstreetbets. Since 2016, 
GameStop’s earnings have been 
gradually declining, largely due 
to video games being increas-
ingly accessible online. Thus, 
hedge funds took an interest in 
the video game retailer. Hedge 
funds thrive through betting 
against stocks, in a type of invest-
ing called shorting. Previously, 
many funds had taken interest 

Coutresy of Google Images
GameStop stock for the past six months.
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  Matt Vaughn, teacher of Eco-
nomics at LFA, said, “It shows 
the amazing amount of uncertain-
ty and volatility people can expe-
rience by investing in the stock 
market.  There are so many vari-
ables to consider in the real world, 
most of which are impossible to 
predict, and this was precisely 
that kind of event.”  He continued 
that, “Even with the easy access 
to information about investing 
that people can acquire nowa-
days, it doesn’t come with a crys-
tal ball in knowing that one stock 
is a ‘sure thing’ or not if you hope 
to make money.  Trying to make 
a quick buck in the stock market 
is certainly possible, but it’s not 

much different than going to a 
casino and hoping for the best.”
   Though rare, situations like this 
are predicted to become more 
prevalent in the future. Through-
out history, Wall Street existed 
for the wealthy, and investors sel-
dom came from below the upper 
middle class. Yet, with increased 
accessibility to the internet, many 
are turning to the stock mar-
ket for profitable opportunities. 
   With GameStop’s many suc-
cess stories, one can hope that 
interest in the stock market will 
increase in the future. Situa-
tions such as these provide opti-
mism for a future with increased 
upward mobility in America. 
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How to improve school spirit 
Student & Faculty opinion corner

The opinion corner is a place where students and faculty alike can express their opinions on a giv-
en topic anonymously and freely. It’s a new addition to the paper, and opinions would be appreciat-
ed. The topic will change each month, and the option to share personal feelings or suggest certain 
topics will be available. These topics will usually be something controversial or highly contested; in 
the case that there is something that goes against personal morals, respect each other’s opinions.

   In light of the pandemic, many 
events that would typically am-
plify school spirit have been can-
celed to follow local health guide-
lines. Spirit was already an issue 
with the small size of the school 
and the restrictions on events 
due to location, and there was a 
school spirit committee started to 
combat this that is in effect now. 
Yet, the result of Covid restric-
tions has been a slow depression 
of school spirit and overall joy 
during this school year. Online 
events have been almost empty, 
and in-person events are far, and 
few between and are often limit-
ed to a certain number of people. 
 52.4% of the people who an-
swered a survey sent out believed 
that LFA lacked in school spirit, 
and half of them believed that the 
lack of events and trips made the 
year less fun with nothing to look 
forward to. The other half feel no 
effect and think the year itself has 
just been monotonous and plain.
   The students heavily men-
tioned t the lack of opportunities 
to interact with friends or make 
new ones. This is something 
that upperclassmen, in particu-
lar, are concerned about, some 
even saying they do not even 
know any of the freshman’s 

er because we will be able to use 
the formal garden and the quad 
once again. This means we will 
be able to have larger events that 
make use of the space on campus. 
   School spirit is integral to the 
LFA experience, and some of 
the most common events to keep 
that alive, like a homecoming, 
prom, spring break trips, move-
up day,  or RA weekend, did 
not take place--at least late last 
year--for obvious reasons. The 
administration and student lead-
ers try to keep the students joy-
ous with special dress days and 
virtual events. However, com-
pared to RA weekend or school 
dances, these events can fall flat.
   The effects of the lack of school 
spirit is shown in the quiet hall-
ways and small participation 
pool in house cup events. There 
are students that are missing the 
past, and students that had high 
expectations that were never 
met. The students want to par-
ticipate and have fun; however, 
many feel some of the events are 
inconveniently timed or are not 
widely enjoyable and cater to a 
specific niche. However, to get 
the events and trips necessary 
for students to enjoy their time 
here, it is necessary for them to 
advocate for what they want. 
Lucky for the students, this is 
exactly what this column is for. 
   Despite the criticism, the stu-
dent body is very grateful for the 
events we are allowed to have 
like the several arts and crafts 
events held earlier in the year, 
movie nights that are open to ev-
eryone in the dorms or cressy, and 
bingo in the J.C Student Center, 
but this is meant to be construc-
tive criticism to receive more 
satisfaction with the things we 

names. Outside of academics or 
sports, there are not many activ-
ities available to do with other 
people unless the students fig-
ure something out themselves. 
   Many boarders travel from their 
classes straight to their rooms, 
and day students walk the halls 
and sit in the Student Union 
with headphones plugged in. 
There is not much to do with the 
20-minute restriction on lunch 
periods and no outside spaces 
to hang out in the cold weather.
   However, the hangout spots will 
get better with the warmer weath-

Need for School Spirit by Briana Murphy
Blue- Yes, Yellow-Maybe, Red-Indiffrent

I 
would like to 

see more oppurtunites 
to participate in community 
activities, and different acts 

of communiy service; it could 
event be a classwide event or 
like a competition between 

classes to see who could 
do more service.

-AnonymousMovies, cook-
ing together would be 

fun, networking, weekend 
trips, sports, game nights or 

anything that we can do together 
because we’re really missing 
that team spirit type of energy 

that brings the community 
together.

 -Anonymous

are allowed to do. In the survey 
sent out to the student body, the 
day that students recommended 
for events to be held surprisingly 
on Fridays at 3:30, 4:00, or 5:00.
     The students want to see more 
fun and easy to participate in 
dress days like the recent mono-
chrome day or jersey day. While 
summer in winter was fun, it was 
a little difficult for students to do 
during the cold weather. The use 
of the dorm televisions to stream 
good shows or games is also 
something students suggested. 
   It will get people in the dorms 
and using the commons instead 
of staying in their rooms. Some-
thing else suggested by the stu-
dents happens to be a class con-
test where students can contribute 
to new school merchandise by 
presenting cool designs, unique 
color use, and logo placement. 
It would be an excellent house 
cup competition to encourage 
school spirit and allow students 

to leave their mark on the school 
and connect while being distant.
   Something else that could get 
us all together would be Kahoot 
competitions during morning 
meetings or a larger scale but so-
cially distanced Jackbox games in 
Cressey. There could be a signup 
sheet with a certain number of 
teams to participate at a specific 
time. The competition could take 
place during break throughout 
the week, and the winning teams 
could face off for a prize. If some-
thing that’s highly coveted by the 
student body is missing from 
this passage, please suggest it to 
one of the student leaders or the 
administration. The worst thing 
that could happen would be a re-
jection. It is always better to ask. 
Hopefully, some of these sugges-
tions will be taken into consider-
ation, but in the meantime, enjoy 
the warm weather, everyone!

April Horoscopes
April Horoscopes! With 
the springtime comes the 
start of the new year in 
the astrological calendar. 
Enjoy the energy of new 
beginnings and fresh starts 
this month.

Aries: Happy birthday 
season! As you enter a new 
year, work on releasing 

the habits and patterns that 
keep you from moving 
forward and growing. 

Taurus: You want to prank, 
but could you handle being 
pranked? Food for thought.

Gemini: Your warmth and 
communicative superpow-
ers will help you make a 

great impression.
 
Cancer: Being generous 
can put you in a great 
mood. If you feel called 
to share with others, do 
so! Abundance looks like 
many different things. 

Leo: Spring cleaning will 
help you feel extra fresh 

and provide some long 
term enjoyment.

Virgo: The value of your 
relationships has been on 
your mind recently. 

Libra: Anything in life can 
be a lesson if you’re will-
ing to learn from it.

Scorpio: You’ve been 
wearing your heart on your 
sleeve lately, and it looks 
great! Vulnerability makes 
you stronger.

Sagittarius: If a current 

project isn’t exciting or ful-
filling, conclude it soon and 
direct energy elsewhere. 

Capricorn: Watch Os-
car-nominated film Nomad-
land and feel proud of the 
progress you’ve made in 
your emotional journey.

Aquarius: Trust the process. 
Karma, balance, justice will 
settle everything for you 
when you’re in the right.

Pisces: With all the spring 
showers to come, relish in 
the earthly petrichor.
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Managing Editor of Production and Staff 

Writer

  First came the numerous test cancella-

tions in the spring of 2020, which have 

continued to downsize the few test centers 

that are still available. Numerous colleges 

have gone test optional due to the limited 

availability of the SAT and ACT, meaning 

that it is no longer required to submit stan-

dardized testing scores with an application 

to all schools. Beginning with the class of 

2021, future college applicants have the 

option of whether or not to submit their 

standardized test scores. Many colleges 

have said that they will keep their applica-

tion test optional at least until the class of 

2022 graduates. This is a complete change 

from years past, when only a couple 

schools were test optional. These schools 

included Bates, Colorado College, Col-

lege of Holy Cross, and only a few more. 

  Even though there are testing centers 

available, the number of test dates are 

limited to once per month, and the num-

ber of seats available vary from center 

to center. Each testing center can only 

accommodate a certain number of stu-

dents. Once that capacity is reached, the 

center may only allow a few more people 

to register in the case of a cancellation.

  Despite the College Board allotting 

makeup test dates for those whose tests 

were cancelled, the number of students 

that weren’t able to take the SAT out-

weigh the availability of testing center 

seats. This is due to many test centers 

being forced to downsize in order to ac-

commodate a safe environment to take 

the SAT with the COVID-19 regulations. 

“My test center didn’t completely close, 

but it did down size to allow half of the 

registered people in,” said Emily Schroed-

er ‘22, a student whose March 13th SAT 

test was cancelled. Schroeder mentioned 

that she believes her test cancellation was 

due to the fact that she had already tak-

en the SAT in the previous November. 

  Social distancing measures have great-

ly reduced the number of students al-

lowed in a room while taking the test. 

Those with accommodations are even 

more likely to have a cancelled test 

due to restraints on the number of peo-

ple allowed in any given testing room.

  There has been an alarming amount of 

students that haven’t been able to take 

the SAT more than once or have had their 

test cancelled on the test day itself or 

right beforehand. The ACT website has 

listed that there have been around 500 

test center closures around the country.

  If the College Board does decide to close 

or downsize the number of students allowed 

in a testing center, it should be made clear 

before the day of the test. In order to show 

that the test is cancelled, there should be a 

large and clear “cancelled” mark by the test 

registration within the College Board ac-

count. It shouldn’t be difficult for students 

who are taking the test to figure out that 

their test is cancelled since this test is one 

of the more important tests that they take 

before college. Students need to be explic-

itly informed of their test’s cancellation.

  When discussing communication of the 

cancellation itself, Schroeder said, “To 

make sure [that the test was cancelled], 

I went to the College board website and 

didn’t see any registration for March 

-- even though I knew I signed up. It 

would’ve made sense if next to the regis-

tration it said cancelled, but the website just 

erased all history of me ever registering.”

 Especially considering the limited 

amount of local seats, many students are 

being forced to take their tests in dis-

tant locations. Unclear, day-of-test can-

cellations make it difficult for students 

to plan ahead and reschedule their tests. 

  Many students wish to include their 

SAT scores on their college applications, 

but due to the lack of testing availabil-

ity, students are not able to apply with 

the SAT or ACT score like they would 

prefer. It is very challenging for stu-

dents to have spent time preparing for 

the test, only to not be able to take it.

  Due to the fact that not many high 

schools are doing in-person learning, test 

center closures have been rising. Many 

students are lucky to take it only once 

this year. COVID has caused many stu-

dents to scramble quickly to secure a 

spot in a local testing center. Some stu-

dents have only been able to take the SAT 

or ACT at locations over an hour away.

  Many test centers have not let the students 

know of the test centers closure, but wait-

ed until the day of to let them know that 

the test center is closed. “I didn’t actually 

know my test was canceled until my mom 

told me she got a refund from the College 

Board,” Schroeder mentioned.  Students 

show up at test centers just to find out they 

are closed. Although students may not 

“walk into”  test  centers,  they can   move  

their   registration to  another  testing  site. 

  As the COVID-19 vaccine is becom-

ing increasingly available to teachers 

and adults, the more safe testing cen-

ters there will be, and the more they 

will be able to fit in additional students.

   Students are looking forward to a time 

when test cancellations and confusion 

are  in the past. The process of taking the 

SAT’s and ACT’s was stressful enough, 

but this unknowing is simply unbareable. 

Photo courtesty of Creative Commons
A student fills in bubbles with the classic yellow pencil during standarised testing.

Photo courtesy of Google Images

The College Board logo and slogan, “connect to college success.” 

College Board test center changes & cancelations
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Checkmate! Schoolwide chess tournament starts

One year of Covid: Moving on
   Recently, my Snapchat memories from a 
year ago have revealed hidden snippets of 
the rising action and arrival of the changes 
brought upon us by a global crisis. How 
long ago does it feel—the start of COVID 
that has led us into a different world? 
   March 11th, 2020 was the day that the 
World Health Organization declared the 
coronavirus outbreak a pandemic. That 
day, I received the notification while doing 
a photoshoot with my friends in the library, 
and that Friday, aptly the 13th, we left cam-
pus for Spring Break and shelter-in-place, 
and many haven’t returned since. Adapting 
to the COVID mindset and protocols had a 
rocky start. The CDC held our hands, walk-
ing us through what our new reality had to 
be in order to stay safe. It’s taken everyone 
a different amount of time to feel “ok” with 
the way things were changing. Regardless 
of how quickly one grew comfortable with 
masking and distancing, following these 
precautions did not create comfortability 
with the situation of the pandemic itself. 
     A great privilege for some throughout 
the pandemic was that the shelter-in-place 
provided time to appreciate different as-
pects of life. The smell of baked banana 
bread over and over, finally getting into 
meditation, though you’d promised to 
“eventually get to it” for the past few years, 
and truly feeling the healing properties of 
nature. The urgent, apparent crisis of phys-
ical health has also brought about mental 

and metaphysical evaluations of well-
being. Do you feel as though you know 
yourself better? How have you changed? 
    The stresses of change, loss, grief, and 
mistrust that the pandemic has stirred up 
have also forced us to acknowledge/sit 
with those emotions and figure out how to 
manage and heal them, because they could 
no longer be buried by the busy, populated 
nature of everyday life before quarantine. 
The months alone were very formative as 
part of my own “coming of age” arc, sharp-
ly contrasting the idyllic, precious springs 
and summers of outings and togetherness 
so often associated with the good old days 
we’re supposed to be living out right now. 
After a year with the pandemic, the truest 
of friendships have endured, and a willing-
ness to open up to new people and connec-
tions has also begun to bud collectively. 
    Amid the recent waves of reunion and 
warmth across society, the politics of the 
pandemic have brought about a partisan di-
vide, particularly in the United States. Be-
haviors and attitudes towards COVID and 
the nuances of mask-wearing--the types 
of masks one wears and how such is worn 
--have become details of the situation that 
potentially make a statement far beyond 
the act itself. As former president Donald 
Trump initially denounced the legitima-
cy of the science behind the pandemic, a 
generally conservative or Trumpist popu-
lation protested the changes and mandates 
of the past year. Those with more cen-
ter-left political values have continuously 

appeared to prioritize the health focused 
procedures. With time, the heightened 
death toll, different political administra-
tion, and the continued project of vaccina-
tions, the situation is being taken seriously 
on a broader federal scale, impacting the 
national attitude of wrapping up the pan-

Photo by Christina Franco
Tyler Watts, 21’, bottom, Ramya Herman 21’, middle, and Briana Murphy 21’, yop , hang out in the 
library as news of the pandemic hits in 2020. 

By Tyler Watts
Managing Editor of Op-Ed

By Sage Ye
Staff Writer

    On the afternoon of March 2nd, 2021, the 
seats of one side of the Student Center were 
filled. Tensions grew high between students 
as the schoolwide chess tournament began. 
   Recently, chess started to see a re-
surgence of popularity after famous 
celebrities played in the Pogchamps 
tournament, as well as the hit Netflix 

show, Queen’s Gambit, became popular 
   The schoolwide chess tournament is an 
event that the chess club plans to do an-
nually, starting this year. It’s run by the 
newly formed chess club of Lake Forest 
Academy, co-led by juniors Akhil Kom-
mala, Gage Daliere, and Sage Ye [myself]. 
It is advised by history teacher Sam Wold. 
   The tournament itself grew to be quite 
large. In addition to the prizes on the line, 
which was a then dollar Amazon gift 

card for second place and a whopping 
fifty dollars for first place, 23 students 
signed up, as well as one teacher. Al-
though these numbers may seem relative-
ly small, it was significantly bigger than 
the anticipated number of participants. 
   The tournament was set up in accordance 
with the current schoolwide coronavirus 
guidelines in place. The food was prepared 
so that participants could have their own 
cups to fill with snacks. The players sat at 

the ends of the tables when playing one an-
other, and played digitally using the online 
chess platform, Chess.com. Additionally, 
there were nine participants who played 
in their homes, unable to come in person. 
    The winner of the tournament was 
sophomore Ben Snyderman, who took 
home the fifty dollar gift card. Richard 
Zhang came in second place and played 
a heated match against Snyderman in 
the final round. Junior Kelly Lombardo, 
who is a core member of the chess club 
and a key in planning the tournament, 
said, “It was amazing to see how unified 
our school was, to see that many peo-
ple come together and discuss chess was 
very cool, and I look forward to offering 
more opportunities like that in the future.”    
   Science faculty member Edward Shaugh-
nessy, the one teacher who participated in 
the tournament, said, “It’s great to see kids 
being able to play like this even during 
these times.” Shaughnessy played Ju-
nior Peter Fiocchi, but unfortunately lost. 
The tournament was a major success, espe-
cially given its circumstances. In fact, with 
the lack of school events around the time, 
the tournament added a flair to the school. 
   “We really look forward to doing New 
events,” club leader Akhil Komala said. “I 
think the school can expect a lot of chess 
related events activities in the future”

demic as soon and effectively as possible. 
   Alas, we endure. The personal and 
collective developments we have all 
gone through this past year have shaped 
and strengthened us to see the oth-
er side of this formidable mountain. 

Photo Courtesy of Sage Ye
Sam Weinfeld 21’, far left, plays Gage Daliere 22’, front, as Jose Onofre 24’, far back, engages JP Daliere 21’, far right, in a 
chess match.
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Greek tragedy finds modern 
roots in the spring musical 

   This year, in lieu of a traditional winter 
musical, the LFA Fine & Performing Arts 
Department is producing a filmed musical 
adaptation of Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex and 
Antigone called The City of Seven Gates. 
Antigone, which will be filmed live on 
stage, tells the story of the titular character, 
the daughter of the ill-fated Oedipus, as she 
fights against the authoritarian rule of her 
great uncle Creon. Oedipus Rex, the pre-
cursor to the events of Antigone, follows 
the downfall of King Oedipus as he uncov-
ers the details of his mysterious past, and 
it will be recorded using multimedia tech-
niques including shadow puppetry and an-
imation. In the production’s final form, the 
two narratives will jump back and forth, 
highlighting the parallels between the two 
tragedies. 
   This unconventional approach to the 
winter musical was inspired by COVID-19 
restrictions, according to the Director of 
Theater and Performing Arts Teacher, Matt 
Boresi. 
   “This year because we can’t have a live 
audience we are hybridizing stage and film 
techniques. We are working really closely 
with the crew this year to stage it in such 
a way that most of the play takes place on 
our stage but we are going to watch it as 
though it were a film. That will help us stay 
distanced, but it will also give it a really 
unique hybrid look. The way that the sets 
move, the way that the camera moves, the 
way that the actors move is going to feel 
quite refreshing,” Boresi said. 
   Jason Koenig, Fine & Performing Arts 
Department Chair and Technical Director, 
has found new ways to up the ante for this 

the remote students as well. 
   In addition to the multimedia aspect of 
production, this is the first time an LFA 
musical will feature original music. The 
songs of Antigone were composed and 
written by Maddie Stephenson, a senior 
studying music composition at Boston 
University and the daughter of Sally Ste-
phenson, the Orchestra Director at LFA. 
Timothy Plambeck has taken charge of 
teaching the music, as it comes, in order 
for all of the actors. 
   “I’ve wanted to be a part of writing a 
musical for a long time,” said Maddie Ste-
phenson when asked what inspired her to 
take this project on. “I also think the story 
[Antigone] is really on-the-nose with what 
is still happening with stuff like the pan-
demic and our past leadership.” 
   Taking the project on was no easy task. 
Maddie Stephenson had written the major-
ity of the music within the span of only a 
few weeks in January. 
   One of the more unconventional parts of 
this musical is how it utilizes the Lake For-
est Academy orchestra. In past years, LFA 
musicals have used a small group of musi-
cians, typically less than a dozen, from the 
orchestra to perform in the pit orchestra for 
the winter musical. This time, however, the 
entire orchestra is employed. 
   “I wanted a bigger, fuller sound for this 
year’s musical,” Sally Stevenson stated, 
“We knew that we would be able to get 
away with that this year since we’re re-
cording the musical and not performing 
live.” 
   Despite having a lot more moving parts 
with the full orchestra, Maddie Stephenson 
described how the collaboration between 
her and her mother helped to bring out the 
orchestra’s strengths. 
   “It’s been a very collaborative process,” 
Maddie Stephenson stated, “I’m always 
consulting with [Mrs. Stephenson] about 
specific instruments and what certain peo-
ple are good at. I tried to cater the orches-
tration to her specific students.” 
   The students involved in the production 
are excited about the original music. Emi-
ly Hawkins ‘21 who plays Creon, another 
ill-fated king, said, “I’m very excited be-

By Rachel Johns, Shylee Saladi, and 
Garrison Sloan
Managing Editor of News, Managing Edi-
tor of Production, and Editor-in-Chief

year’s production. Shadow puppetry, or as 
Koenig calls it “shadow muppetry,” has 
been the main focus of stage crew this year. 
There hasn’t been a large portion of time 
spent on building since that is not the focal 
point of this production.
   Learning how to film and create a pleas-
ing visual experience is more important 
than ever this year. “We are not necessar-
ily a play anymore. It’s an elevated stage 
musical that is living on your TV,” Koenig 
said.
   Not only has it been a more on-the-fly 
creative process than the past few years, 
but filming the production has created new 
challenges. Koenig feels that he is on “the 
same learning curve” as is the rest of the 
students in stage crew. The main challenge 
is figuring out how to address the technical 
differences between stage and film work 
while still incorporating shadow puppetry 
to include remote students in the produc-
tion.
   In order to address the new challenges 
that come with filming, Koenig said that he 
is “looking at how film is being made” in 
order to gather ideas for the production of 
The City of Seven Gates. Koenig is looking 
at how much of the acting can be done on-
stage and how much “shadow muppetry” 
needs to be included in order to incorpo-
rate the online students in this year’s winter 
musical.
   As well as just sharing the musical with 
the LFA community, Koenig feels that 
many people will be missing the normality 
of being in Cressey Theater for morning 
meetings, plays, and musicals. The hope 
for watching the film is to bring up new 
thoughts to discuss while watching, in the 
form of internal dialogues about the pan-
demic, power, and politics. There is that 
“home sweet home’’ aspect of sharing a 
film that is filmed on campus and includes 

cause we have music that was specifically 
written for this show.”
   The music for this show has a timeless 
quality, and it’s widely applicable to a va-
riety of situations while capitalizing on the 
nuance of the narrative of Antigone. The 
larger messages of the Theban plays are 
still fresh 1600 years later. 
   On choosing a classic play that reflects 
modern themes, Boresi said, “We looked 
at a couple of classic Greek tragedies 
that seemed to speak to today’s moment. 
Oedipus Rex, being the prequel to Anti-
gone, concerns itself with a play and with 
short-sighted administrators allowing a 
plague to get worse and with resistance 
on the part of marginalized people. Those 
seemed to speak very well to the hot button 
issues of today while giving our students 
a chance to work with some very dramat-
ic and challenging text...Ultimately, it is a 
work of music theatre with a lot of classi-
cal influence, but it will hopefully feel very 
contemporary and very innovative.”
   Another unique challenge COVID-19 has 
posed to the winter musical is the acceler-
ated schedule. Typically, rehearsal for the 
musical begins in early November with the 
final productions taking place in mid-Feb-
ruary. This year, rehearsal began in early 
February, and the final production will be 
shared in mid to late April, cutting the time 
rehearsal and production in half. 
   “We are on a tight schedule working with 
a lot of factors we’ve never worked with 
before. We’ve never used cameras this 
much. We’ve never had to distance and 
mask, so it’s quite challenging. It means 
that when we are in the room together 
to rehearse we need to move much more 
quickly than usual. The actors have been 
great about it,” Boresi said.
   Further elaborating on the actors’ work 
on Antigone, Boresi said, “I feel like LFA 
students love a challenge, and everyone is 
more engaged than they ever have been 
because they want to see if they can crack 
this nut.”
   Production of the musical is almost com-
pleted. Once finished, the entire muscial 
will be able to be viewed vitually on LFA’s 
website.

Maddie Stevenson, pictured above, personally wrote all of the music and lyrics for 
LFA’s spring musical

Photo courtesy of Sally Stevenson

LFA students in the process of constructing the set for The City of Seven Gates
Photo by Shylee Saladi



APRIL 2, 2021

T H E  S P E C T A T O R

Arts and Entertainment10

WandaVision: Marvel moves forward
   As I turned off the TV after watching the 
first episode of WandaVision, I was dis-
appointed. The whole episode seemed to 
simply be a 50’s sitcom featuring Wanda 
Maximoff and the now-dead Vision. I was 
baffled and had no clue where the show 
was going. And yet the confusion intrigued 
me, and I am thrilled I continued to watch.
   WandaVision is the first-ever Marvel se-
ries on Disney+ that follows Wanda and 
Vision, who exist in a sitcom, and follows 
them as they go through the sitcoms of the 
decades. The show explains why they are in 
a sitcom and what happened to the couple 
after Avengers: Endgame. There are nine 
episodes, six of which replicate the sitcoms 
of the decades from the 50’s to the present. 
   Each episode models its costuming, set de-
sign, acting, intro, and plotline after classic 
sitcoms from each era, such as I Love Lucy, 
The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Jeffersons, 
Full House, Goosebumps, and The Office. 
Marvel nails every detail, and the viewer 
can tell the immense attention taken to rep-
licating the eras, even the directing style 
changes to follow the norms of the decade. 
   Not only is the concept unique and fanci-
ful, but it is also executed very well. Each 
episode ends with a cliffhanger, leaving the 

viewer itching for the next episode. The 
show pulls back layers each episode, and 
by the fourth, previous events that were 
confusing, start to make sense, leaving the 
viewer with that ah-ha moment. The sto-
ry just continues to develop with insane 
plot twists that are way out of left field  
   Another element that elevates the show to 
another level is the acting. Elizabeth Olsen, 
who plays Wanda Maximoff, exudes emo-
tion, portraying the complex character per-
fectly. The series explores her background 
more deeply, giving fans context that had 
never been explained before. Paul Bettany 
also offers a stellar performance as Vision, 
expressing the confusion and frustration 
that the audience feels along with him. 
   The introduction of new characters 
heighten the plot and gave me much hope 
for the Marvel Cinematic Universe’s fu-
ture. Characters like Monica Rambeau, 
played by Teyonah Parris, not only add to 
the series, but they also give space for the 
development of a truly interesting character 
with possibly her own movie. Another star 
of the show is Agnes, played by Kathryn 
Hahn, who adds some much needed humor, 
while also showing a more mysterious side.
   All in all, WandaVision does exactly 
what it needs to do--develop a new sto-
ryline while sticking to the classic Mar-

vel mystery and detail. Despite being 
an extremely strange concept, the show 
just works. It is elevated to the next level 
with incredible new talent and shocking 

The ominous and unique world of Wonder Egg Priority

   Winter is typically the busiest sea-
son for anime debuts, with each new re-
lease hoping to make a mark upon the 
already over-saturated industry that is 
anime. Among all of these contenders, 
one strangely-titled show garnered the 
attention and admiration of several long-
term fans. Written by popular 90’s drama 
screenplay writer Shinji Nojima, the orig-
inal anime Wonder Egg Priority, debuted 
on January 13th, 2021, and is speculated 
to be the psychological thriller of the year. 
With its breathtaking animation, unique 
art style, and incredible social commen-
tary, Wonder Egg Priority tests the bound-
aries of storytelling with each episode.
   The show kicks off with the main char-
acter Ai Ohto purchasing an item called a 
“Wonder Egg” from a gachapon machine 
at a deserted arcade; she then falls asleep 
and wakes up in a dreamscape where re-
ality and dreams collide. Thrust into this 
new environment, she sets out to explore 
and figure out what exactly is going on. 
The seemingly innocent episode takes a 
sharp turn as she ends up in a school full 
of faceless creatures. Besides the night-
marish individuals flocking the halls, she 
is approached by an unknown entity who 
entices her to break the egg. Upon doing 
so, the egg expands by a thousandfold be-
fore ultimately hatching a young girl. As 
if this wasn’t bizarre enough already, the 

unearthly creatures then simultaneously 
attack the unknown girl, and the two are 
forced to take on countless enemies. It is 
then announced that they must persevere 
until a bell rings if they wish to overcome 
this grim situation. Action-packed scenes 
ensue as the young girls try to find a way to 
survive the hellish game. A morbid secret is 
revealed at the end of the episode, to which 
I invite you to find out on your own time. 
   The show’s main premise might appear 
cliche at first glance since it is no secret 
that dreams are a regular occurrence in 
television. From Satoshi Kon’s Paprika 
to Chiaki J. Konaka’s Serial Experiments 
Lain, many renowned shows have used 
dreaming as a medium for narration. What 
sets Wonder Egg Priority apart is the art-
ful combination of sharply contrasting 
elements, namely, innocence and cruelty. 
Magical Girls have been used in anime for 
decades now, but Wonder Egg’s approach 
immediately turns the concept of the Mag-
ical Girl into something ominous, creating 
a setting that is unsettling, to say the least. 
   The fictional world Ai inhibits shows a 
reality that is far too common for those 
who have experienced bullying and abuse. 
Cheery music and bright animation blan-
kets the unsettling truths that are picked 
apart with each episode. With a risque 
approach on subjects society tries to un-
dermine, Wonder Egg Priority spins a 
twisted tale of overcoming past regrets 
and sets up the stage for future hardships.

plot twists. Even though the plot starts 
slow, I encourage you to push through 
it because once everything becomes 
clear, the story just keeps getting better.

Courtesy of digitalspy.con
Wanda Maximoff, left, and Vision, right, are pictured on a promotional poster.

By Bela De Jesus
Managing Editor of Global Perspectives

By Aylin Tepe
Staff Writer

Courtesy of Funimation
The Wonder Egg Priority promotional poster.



11

T H E  S P E C T A T O R

Arts and EntertainmentAPRIL 2, 2021

By Kirstin Palasz
Photo Editor  

   The Superbowl is a staple across many 
homes in the United States, as numer-
ous families gather to watch the biggest 
football game of the year. A stereotypical 
Superbowl party includes many families 
and their friends with a vast amount of 
food. Some people watch the game for 
football, some for the hysterical commer-
cials, and some for the halftime show. 
   The Tampa Bay Buccaneers took down 
the Kansas City Chiefs in a 31 to 9 blow-

out. With the lackluster football game, the 
Weeknd stole the show with his notable 
halftime show performance simply be-
cause there was nothing else to talk about.
   The Weeknd sang many of his hit songs 
including “Starboy”, “Can’t Feel My 
Face”, and “Blinding Lights”, leaving 
many fans singing along at home. He used 
various parts of the stage and the field to 
create a fantastic performance while taking 
money out of his own pocket. It was esti-
mated that he spent around seven million 
dollars to make the show he envisioned. 
Although he did not bring any other sing-

ers on stage during his performance, he 
had a choir of background singers and 
dancers with him throughout the show. 
   Not only did the football game look differ-
ent due to the pandemic, as stadium capac-
ity and sideline regulations were altered, 
but the halftime show did as well. Usually, 
there are people on the field surrounding 
the stage cheering on the performer; this 
was not able to occur this year under so-
cial distancing guidelines. Even though the 
performance had less of a concert feel, the 
Weeknd made use of this setback. He used 
the field in parts of his performance in order 
to create an effect that had never been seen 
before during the Superbowl. For the ma-
jority of the show, the performers were so-
cially distanced; however, there were also 
parts where the members were very close. 
   The stage itself had a large building ris-
ing up behind The Weeknd as he sang, 
while his backup singers, represented as 
a choir, were sectioned across the build-
ings. There were signs across the city of 
the building reading “your mind”, “alone”, 
and “touch”. As he sang, the choir in the 
background wore white choir attire and 
metallic masks with red eyes. The stage 
then opened as the Weeknd led the view-
ers inside a gold-bulbed maze while he 
filmed himself. The choir was then dressed 

in red with gauze wrapped around their 
faces. Many fans were uncertain of the 
reason behind this gauze, as this appear-
ance continued throughout the rest of the 
show; however, many fans speculate it 
had to do with his latest album. The album 
comments on Hollywood’s obsession with 
beauty, making the gauze symbolize plas-
tic surgery in the industry. He continued on 
the field, dancing in lines with the choir.
   There have been mixed emotions com-
ing from viewers and fans after the show. 
Many critics feel that the performance was 
lacking compared to previous halftime 
shows, while others felt it brought a unique 
aspect to the show as he utilized the whole 
field. Critics who felt it lacked pizzazz de-
scribed it as “fine”. Many people felt that 
the Weeknd creating a “fun house” effect 
was nauseating rather than unique. Some 
critics also felt that the bandages around 
the background singers were just weird 
and had no connection to his performance. 
   No matter the differing opinions, the 
Weeknd created a phenomenal show 
under the conditions that he was al-
lowed. He helped save what was an un-
exciting football game, as well as give 
a taste of a regular event--which many 
people have missed over the past year.

The Weeknd’s COVID-conscious halftime show

The “Excellence 
and Expression” 
art exhibit
By Mimi Osborne
Managing Editor of A&E 

   On February 17th, Lake Forest Academy 
held an “Excellence and Expression” art 
exhibit featuring art from black students, 
teachers, and alumni to celebrate Black His-
tory Month. The exhibit opened at 6:00 pm 
and lasted two hours, showcasing a docu-
mentary entitled Black Art: In the Absence 
of Light and featured a variety of art: ceram-
ic pieces, music, photography, and novels. 
   Black Art: In the Absence of Light is a 
documentary film produced and directed 
by Sam Pollard. The film follows Black 
American artists and underscores their 
contributions to the world of art. It was re-
leased on February 9th, 2021, aligning with 
the start of Black History Month. It was 
shown in Cressy theater during the exhibit.
   The event was held in the midst of 
Black History Month, a time to celebrate 
the African diaspora. Safiya Nicol ‘22, 
who coordinator of the “Excellence and 
Expression” art exhibit, noted it as being 
an opportunity to, “show the diversity of 
art within the black community” as often 

times people do not realize how, “under-
rated black artists are.” An event of this 
caliber, one solely dedicated to the show-
casing of black artwork, has never been 
done before at LFA. Nicol also said that, 
“so many times black creators are looked 
over, and I wanted to provide them with 
a platform to allow their work to shine— 
to have a moment just for themselves.” 
   With dozens of submissions, the “Ex-
cellence and Expression” art exhibit did 
an excellent job showcasing the talent of 
Lake Forest Academy’s black communi-
ty. Ramaya Herman ‘21, a student who 
had art displayed at the exhibit, noted it 
as a chance to, “invest in creative abili-
ty and showcase it as well.” Herman had 
five paintings, three photographs, and 
three glass pieces on display at the exhibit. 
   Overall, the “Excellence and Expres-
sion” art exhibit was an opportunity to 
showcase the capability and talent of black 
artists. Nicol’s larger takeaway is want-
ing, “people to realize that Black History 
Month does not always have to be about 
historical figures and injustice, but is also a 
time to celebrate and uplift our blackness!”

Photo by Ramya HermanArtwork on display from Ramya Herman ‘21.

Photo Courtesy of Creative Commons
31-year-old star The Weeknd, preforming the Halftime show at Super Bowl LV.

Photo by Ramya Herman
Artwork on display from faculty member Ackim Mpofu.
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Lake Forest Academy rejoins the ISL after a decade absence 

By Rohan Miglani
Managing Editor of Sports

   Following a decade-long absence,  
Lake Forest Academy was allowed 
re-entry into the Independent School 
League (ISL), starting next school 
year (2021-22). This will allow 
LFA  to compete for league cham-
pionships with the other schools in 
the league, something LFA has been 
unable to do for the last 11 years. 
With teams such as North Shore 
Country Day, Latin School, 
Northridge Prep and others of 
similar size to LFA, Darrin Mad-
eley, Athletic Director at Lake 
Forest Academy, said the ISL 
is “where we belong” due to all 
the schools being small inde-
pendent schools similar to LFA. 
   While Madeley always believed 
the ISL was where LFA needed to 
be, following what Madeley de-
scribed as a “loss of trust,” LFA was 
asked to leave the league in 2009. 
Over the next ten years, Madeley 
hoped LFA could regain the trust of 
the league, and one day be allowed 
to re-enter. Nine years ago, Madeley 
took the first steps for LFA to have 
a chance to be readmitted, having a 
call with all the Athletic Directors 
of the ISL, where the only thing he 
asked for was complete honesty to 
start the process of righting some of 

the wrongs that got them removed 
from the league. Madeley described 
this meeting as “a Yankee fan walk-
ing into Fenway”; however, he 
knew this was the only way LFA 
could move forward and be given 
the slightest chance to be allowed 
back in. Madeley gives a lot of cred-
it to the students and coaches giving 
LFA the chance to regain trust. He 
especially highlighted Chris Dozois 
and Ed Shaunessy as Madeley be-
lieved the work they did running the 
cross country meets was “extreme-
ly beneficial” for LFA. After almost 
ten years of LFA attempting to learn 
and change from past mistakes, 
Madeley submitted a formal request 
to rejoin the league almost two 
years ago, Madeley was informed 
one month ago that the heads of 
schools and the athletic directors at 
the ISL schools had unanimously 
voted to reinstate LFA in the league.
   Going into this spring season, al-
though LFA will not be allowed to 
compete in the ISL until next year, 
most teams will play schedules 
containing ISL teams such as North 
Shore Country Day, who both Boys 
Varsity Soccer and Girls Varsity 
Field Hockey opened their season 
against. 
   Madeley is very excited about the 
opportunity for students to get to 
compete for championships, as he 
believes it will provide more moti-

vation, and give the students a goal 
to work for on the year. Madeley 
is not the only one excited about 
getting the chance to compete for 
championships as Stefan Mom-
cilovic 22’ said, “It is extreme-
ly exciting to see all the work we 
put in during a season, give us the 

chance to win a championship.”
  While Madeley is excited to get 
the opportunity to re-enter the 
league, he understands that go-
ing forward, the school needs to 
be very transparent about the way 
it operates athletically in order 
to stay in the ISL going forward. 

Back to play: How LFA was able to safely play 
against other teams in the midst of the pandemic

Photo courtesy NHFS
Darius Duff 22’ shooting free throws against ISL opponent North Shore Country Day.

By Angie Cotton 
Staff Writer

   With the winter sports season 
concluding, many more teams were 
able to have games against other 
schools, compared to the situation 
during the fall season. Now that 
LFA is able to play against oth-
er schools, what exactly is need-
ed for these matches to occur?
    Athletic Director Darrin Made-
ley stated that for LFA to be able 
to play against other schools during 
the pandemic, “We need to make 
sure that we are physically okay, 
and any student who had contract-
ed COVID, we wanted to make 
sure that they went and got a physi-
cal before returning to play.” Along 
with that, he also mentioned that the 
opposing team had to sign a waiver 
prior to the match, ensuring that ev-
eryone would be masked the whole 
time during their visit, including 
the game itself; they also were not 
allowed to bring anyone other than 
their players and coaches, and a 
locker room would not be grant-
ed, with the exception of Mangel 
being used as a spot to store their 
belongings. Just like LFA, the oth-
er team also had to take tempera-

tures before entering the building.
    Madeley also mentioned that 
“if a team showed up without a 
mask, then they weren’t allowed 
to participate, and if we went 
somewhere, and they were not in 
a mask, we’d come back home.” 
If the game officials weren’t fol-
lowing these regulations, then a 
conversation with the referee and 
the assigner would have to occur.

    Along with that, LFA faculty, 
including Madeley, have to spray 
down the bleachers, chairs, tables, 
and sports equipment with a clean-
ing solution before the match starts, 
during halftime, and after the game.
    But what if someone was to 
contract COVID from a game? 
Madeley commented that “if 
something happens within a cer-
tain amount of time, usually it’s 

48 hours, but it can go longer, the 
opposing team would have to con-
tact us right away, and we have to 
contact them right away. We go 
through contact tracing that way.”
    Despite there being many regu-
lations, it is essential to remember 
that these are all important, not only 
for the community’s well being, but 
also to continue athletics at LFA and 
be able to play against other teams.

Photo courtesy Smugmug
LFA hockey following COVID 19 protocols in order to safely play against other teams.
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Fall sports back in session after five months: 

By Bia Leffingwell 
Staff Writer

   This fall led to several moments of uncer-
tainty as the Lake Forest Academy commu-
nity started school in a new world due to the 
pandemic. With the number of cases being 
concerningly high in the months leading up 
to the end of 2020, LFA created a PE sea-
son for the sports that would usually have 
games from September through November. 
This allowed up to 20 practices for the ath-
letes that were itching to get on the field. 
   LFA has lived up to the promise of a com-
petitive season for these athletes, though, 
and they now have a mini-season taking 
place during the Spring. LFA, the state of Il-
linois, and several other teams have collab-
orated to come up with safer ways to host 
games. For each of the three teams, the sea-
son has already proven to be different for 
many athletes. Paul Makovec, head coach 
of Boys Varsity Soccer, expressed that 
the season may be “strange” for the team.   
   Makovec highlighted the major differ-
ences that the team will have to become 
accustom to, regardless of precautions 
being taken from the virus, such as new 
players, locker room conditions, Caxy van 
concerns, and a need for strengthening the 
players. With the COVID-19 precautions 
already handled, Makovec is able to fo-
cus on making sure his players get back in 
shape for the season and continue to bond. 
These differences have not only changed 
the way soccer is being played, but also 
affected the Girls’ Field Hockey, Girls’ 
Volleyball, and Prep Hockey teams as well. 
   One of the main difficulties for all teams 
currently playing is the increasingly diffi-
cult task of bonding whist socially distanced 
and wearing masks. Kirstin Palasz, a mem-
ber of the Varsity Volleyball team remarked 
that “with a new coach and many new play-

ers on varsity, it has been a challenge to get 
to know everyone… we are hopeful that 
throughout the season this will change” 
   Girls’ Volleyball is currently indoors, 
which creates many difficulties with the 
pandemic. Volleyball players expressed 
that it is hard to wear a mask during practic-
es as it is much harder to breathe; however, 
the athletes understand it is the best way 
to play and keep everyone safe. As soccer 
and field hockey are being held outside, it 
feels natural to take masks off; however, 
coaches have realized that the only way 
to keep everyone safe and cases down is 
to ensure that masks are worn at all times. 
   Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Field Hockey and 
Girls’ Volleyball will have roughly 10 
games, with Prep Hockey already two games 
into their competitive season. The games 
will be both home and away, and Makovec 
expressed his and the boys’ excitement and 
gratitude to be able to play. This feeling is 
felt mutually across theother athletic teams. 
   Boys’ Soccer and Girls’ Field Hockey are 
currently allowed to have spectators at their 
games, which includes students as well as 
members outside the immediate LFA com-
munity. This allows for the most “normal” 
feeling for these athletes as they have al-
ready endured so many other changes.
   Volleyball and Prep Hockey are current-
ly unable to have spectators at the game. 
Many athletes feed off of that energy that 
the crowd brings. Palasz stated, “Although 
having no spectators will be a great loss 
in terms of energy for the team, it is un-
derstandable to keep everyone safe, and 
we would all much rather have a season.” 
   With the loss of spectators at these games, 
the Athletics Department has created a ex-
cellent option that benefit athletes and any 
possible spectators. Volleyball and hockey 
games are now available for anyone to live 

stream for free. This allows for friends and 
parents to be able to still watch these games 
from the comfort and safety of their own 
homes. Free recordings of the games will be 
available online as well so that families can 
watch gameplay after the scheduled time.
This creates a great alternative that is much 
safer for the spectators and the athletes.  
   The season will be roughly five weeks, 
with practices and games ending on April 
18th for Field Hockey. The other sports 
have roughly the same schedule. Mere-
dith Norman, Head Coach of Girls’ Var-
sity Field Hockey, added that all teams 
and officials will be masked, and the of-
ficials will also be using electronic whis-

How athletes and coaches have adjusted to constantly changing schedule

tles. Soccer and Field Hockey plan to play 
games both at home and away, and Nor-
man remarked that, “Since we have a great 
facility we often prefer to host games!” 
   There is plenty of positivity circulat-
ing around the additional season that the 
teams have gained. It has been a great 
privilege for all these athletes to be able 
to play their sport at LFA under these 
special circumstances. All members of 
the teams have expressed their appre-
ciation towards LFA for working hard 
towards making these games possible. 
   “We’re all just excited to get back out 
there and play,” Makovec said. Good  
luck  to all the teams in their season! 

Photo Courtesy of Emily Kalis

Photo courtesy of Grace Park
Members of the Boys’  Varsity Soccer team doing a passing drill during one of the practices this season. 

Nemo Lee ‘21 passing during an outdoor practice with the Girls’ Varisty Field Hockey Team. 
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By Angie Cotton and Shylee Saladi
Managing Editor of Features and Manag-
ing Editor of Production

   Over the past month of February, sud-
den winter storms hit Southern states in the 
nation, including Texas and Oklahoma, as 
well as the northern region of Mexico. Al-
though the inches of snow that had fallen 
were not very many compared to the aver-
age Midwestern snowstorm, these warmer 
regions definitely lack the infrastructure 
to deal with shockingly enormous storms 
and the considerable drop in temperature 
that comes along with them. According 
to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
these winter storms happened as a result of 
global warming. The way in which glob-
al warming leads temperatures to drop in 
typically warm areas is by having cold 
air that is usually contained in the poles 
being disrupted; the jet stream that main-
tains the air in the poles becomes weak, 
and therefore leads the cold air to fluc-
tuate South, articulated the UNFCCC.
   Likewise, as this cold air migrates 
South, hotter air moves North, which 
could have just as drastic of consequences 
on the environment’s wellbeing in plac-
es including the Midwest and Canada.
    So is there anything that can be done 
to prevent climate change at this point? 
NASA mentioned that although the cur-
rent climate situation likely won’t change 
for many decades, perhaps even centuries, 
individuals can still prevent this global 
phenomenon from becoming much worse. 
This can be done so by reducing the amount 
of greenhouse gases that are released into 
the atmosphere, whether that’s by making 
climate-conscious political decisions or by 
simply reusing, reducing, and recycling.
    However, if no action is taken to pre-
vent climate change as soon as possible, 

Courtesy of Creative Commons
Snowy storms cover the streets and houses in Texas and South American countries in February of 2021.

Courtesy of UNFCCC
Visual representation of the flow of cold air down to to warmer areas, caused by weak jet stream.

The effect of the Texas storms:
Global warming and health concerns

these drastic temperature changes will 
continue hitting communities all over 
the world, bringing a chain of drastic 
events along with it, including, but not 
limited to, infrastructure damage, unsuc-
cessful harvests, starvation, and death.
    The effect that climate change had on 
those in Texas, Oklahoma, and the north-
ern parts of Mexico inadvertently left 
them to fend for themselves. None of 
these places were ready to receive the co-
pious amounts of snow they did. For the 
first time in a very long time, those who 
have been hit by these storms had to buy 
winter clothing in the middle of their usu-
ally warm season and turn on their heat-
ers, if they even had one to make use of.
   These winter storms caused power out-
ages and sent most of Texas and surround-
ing areas into subfreezing temperatures. 
They drastically increased the amount 
of heat created by those in the household 
by alarming numbers. Many people start-
ed DIYing heating tricks in search for the 
best method to create heat in their homes. 
But due to this, many ways to “make” heat 

include releasing carbon monoxide into 
the air, which is trapped in their homes.
    Now that climate change is having such a 
drastic effect, those who have been affected 
need more than just a mere reassurance that 
there is going to be an end to these storms. 
Many people needed medical attention be-
cause the many who have been affected do 
not have safe heaters that can be used for 
prolonged periods of time in their houses to 
use to stay warm throughout these storms.
   Unfortunately, many people in the south 
were getting carbon monoxide poisoning 
from burning wood, propane, or any oth-
er fuel in their houses to stay warm during 
these hard times. The effects of carbon 
monoxide are severely underrated, yet 
there have been a reported seven deaths 
from carbon monoxide poisoning in Texas. 
Carbon monoxide poisoning is determined 
by the most common symptoms, vomiting 
and dizziness. These symptoms only occur 
when carbon monoxide takes over the red 
blood cells in a person’s body and could 
even result in an individual’s loss of con-
sciousness. This endangers the health and 

wellness of those living through those 
catastrophes by causing ongoing memo-
ry problems and difficulty concentrating. 
Vision loss and hearing loss can occur due 
to long-time exposure to carbon monoxide. 
Carbon monoxide is a odorless, colorless 
gas that is usually undetected in households 
that do not have a carbon monoxide detector.
   Since Hurricane Harvey, Texas and Latin 
America have not experienced the horren-
dous feeling of being stuck at home until 
2021; these consecutive storms have been 
a close second. The long-term effects of 
these storms are encroaching on the live-
lihoods of those living in the areas that 
were engulfed by them. Many people may 
focus on the amount of snow that had fall-
en, but the fact that there were school clo-
sures and power outages due to the harsh-
ness of these storms are things to note as 
well. Whether or not the lack of logistical 
preparedness or infrastructural readiness 
will lead to reform, only time will tell. 
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A genocide on the horizon
By Ramya Herman
Editor-in-Chief

 Trigger warning: mentions of 
abuse and rape; mildy descriptive. 
The paragraph has been placed in 
a separate color if you would still 
like to read the rest of the article.
   According to Genocide Watch, there 
are 18 locations and communities that 
currently warrant a genocide alert. 
Xinjiang, China has reached a state of 
emergency, indicating that genocidal 
mass murder is already underway. In 
the ten stages of genocide, Uyghurs and 
Muslims in China find themselves to 
be surrounded and engulfed by one of 
the most fearful stages: extermination. 
   Although the Chinese government 
has a history of religious intolerance, 
in 2017, the world began taking a clos-
er look at just how far they had allowed 
this intolerance to progress, indicated by 
Biden’s description of the events occur-
ring as a genocide during his campaign. 
   This was the year that China’s “war on 
terror” in response to an outlier group of 
Muslim separatists, took a new course 
of action: re-education camps. Despite 
the terrorist group being the few of 
many, the Chinese government depict-
ed all Uyghurs as a threat to the unity 
of the country, and at that time, began 
rounding them up to be “reeducated”.

A look at Biden’s administration thus far

Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
Joseph Biden, the 46th president of the United States, makes a speech during the 2019 Iowa Federation 
of Labor Convention. 

Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
Empty prayer matts suggest a dissapearance of Uyghirs.

with the members of the group, he 
learned a lot about their living condi-
tions in and out of the camps. When 
interviewed, he described the situation 
that the Uygher Muslims face as “an 
intolerable atrocity that the Chinese 
government is still trying to cover up.” 
   With regards to the people who 
have left the Xinjiang province and 

experiences within the camps. One 
individual by the name of Tursunay 
Ziyawudun detailed her abuse in an 
interview with BBC, attempting to 
save her family and the innumerous 
souls being held hostage in such des-
titute conditions by raising awareness. 
   She describes being raped sever-
al nights, taken into a room where 

   John Ye, the father of Sage Ye ‘22, is a 
part of a social support group for Mus-
lims with families suffering in the con-
centration camps. His group includes 
people who have left Xinjiang province 
and now live in the states, or people who 
have converted and stayed in China. 
   After many conversations he had 

whose lives have been deeply af-
fected, he commented that “I know 
many people who still suffer because 
their families are in those camps, and 
a few people who have left and are 
now suffering severe levels of PTSD.” 
   In recent years, some refugees have 
been brave enough to describe their 

she was undressed, handcuffed, and 
sexually assaulted by one or multi-
ple men. This was accompanied by 
the screams of women facing simi-
lar abuse in adjacent rooms. There 
were also accounts of tortue, includ-
ing electrocution, forced sterilization, 
and mental abuse such as having other 
muslim women be in charge of hand-
cuffing and undressing the victims. 
   Despite the fact that the Trump ad-
ministration, specifically US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo, had made 
a statement declaring these atrocities 
as a genocide, and over a million Ui-
ghurs have died since 2017, little has 
been done by the U.S. government 
and military to fight against it. Some 
speculate that this is due to trade re-
lations or America being in debt to 
China; however, that raises the ques-
tion of not only what is a life worth, 
but what are over a million lives worth, 
and how come the innocent are pay-
ing that price?  However, on March 
22nd, the U.S government sanctioned 
two Chinese officials for their abus-
es against the Uyghers, so it seems 
like actions are beginning to be taken.  
   *More about Tursunay Ziyawudun’s 
story can be found at; viewer discretion 
is advised due to graphic descriptions 
of rape amd abuse. https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-china-55794071

By Mimi Osborne and Kirsten 
Palasz
Editor of A&E and Photo Editor

  From the moment President Joe Biden 
and Vice President Kamala Harris were 
sworn in, they made history. Being 
sworn into office only two weeks af-
ter an attack on the U.S. Capital, and 
during his first months in office, Pres-
ident Biden has already made signif-
icant changes. Biden has earned the 
title of oldest president at 77-years-
old, and Harris is the first Black and 
Asian-American woman Vice President 
in history. Within hours of being sworn 
in, Biden signed a historic 17 executive 
actions; most of these were reversals of 
those signed by former President Don-
ald Trump. Biden has planned to take 
on a range of pressing issues, includ-
ing COVID-19, racial equality, gun 
control, LGBTQ+, and immigration. 
   Biden has already fulfilled one of his 
top campaign problems by rejoining the 
Paris Agreement on climate change. In 
addition to this, he has ordered his gov-
ernment to “advance equity for all, in-
cluding people of color and others who 
have been historically underserved, 
marginalized and adversely affect-
ed by persistent poverty and inequal-
ity.” He has also reversed Trump’s 
policy that prevented entry to the US 
from majority-Muslim countries and 
implemented a required mask-wear-
ing policy on federal property.
   Dr. Avrial Pathak, History & So-
cial Science teacher, noted the largest 

change made thus far as having, “an 
actual plan to get the vaccines rolled 
out during the pandemic”. Pathak 
mentioned how the biggest chal-
lenge facing the country is the pan-
demic, and advancing the procedure 
to get the country back to normal. 
   Besides the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many Americans have said the largest 

ed that “She is an extremely impressive 
political candidate; she is not only the 
first female vice-presidential candi-
date, she’s also a woman of minority 
origins: Black and South Asian.” Sim-
ilarly, an LFA senior stated that, “gen-
der should not matter in politics; it is 
clear that her work ethic and previous 
successes have shown what she is ca-

change Biden has made is not an im-
plemented law or policy, but his female 
vice president Kamala Harris. Harris 
has become the first female Vice Presi-
dent in the United States’ history; how-
ever, her assumption into office has 
not been entirely well-received. Many 
people, on social media, have reposted 
images saying she is unfit for office be-
cause of gender. However, Pathak stat-

pable of. Frankly, I am thrilled to see 
what she accomplishes while in office.” 
   Not only has Biden’s administra-
tion been historic with the first female 
Vice President, but his inclusivity has 
been as well. Pathak remarked that 
“his deliberate inclusion is something 
to make note of.” Biden has made 
it clear that he is embracing people 
of all backgrounds and ethnicities. 

Biden’s capability to “give voice to 
the underrepresented communities” 
is something Pathak deems inspiring.  
   Furthermore, during Biden’s first 
months in office, he has already made 
history with his American Rescue Plan 
in which Congress approved a $1.9 
trillion coronavirus relief package for 
American citizens. This bill allowed 
for another round of stimulus checks— 
a sum of money issued to qualified 
individuals whose incomes are below 
a certain level—for $1,400 dollars.   
   This bill also provides addition-
al money to aid in the reopening of 
schools, restaurants and businesses 
to stay afloat as well as helping states 
and local government meet their fi-
nancial needs. This bill has had posi-
tive reactions from most Americans 
regardless of political stance, back-
grounds, and socio-economic class. 
   Overall, Biden has initiated signif-
icant changes during his few months 
in office; COVID-19, racial equali-
ty, gun control, LGBTQ+, and immi-
gration are some of the topics he has 
taken on thus far. Over the next few 
months, Biden will continue to fo-
cus on combatting mostly racial and 
COVID-19 issues. Also, on March 
31st, Biden unveiled his infrastructure 
plan, addressing an issue that has his-
torically garnered bipartisan support.  
Continuing to engage in meaningful 
discussions with teachers and peers is 
an excellent way to hear other’s per-
spectives regarding these new changes. 
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Boğaziçi University: peaceful protests turn hostile
By Aylin Tepe
Staff Writer

Myanmar coup and protests explained
Photo Courtesy of  Amerika’nın Sesi

Boğaziçi University students protest the new rector.

By Aylin Tepe
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of  BBC News
Protestors defy military warning in a mass strike in Myanmar.

   On the early morning of February 1st, 
2021, the people of Myanmar were greeted 
with internal conflict once again, complete-
ly restructuring their way of government. 
Myanmar, (formerly known as Burma) was 
seized by the military in a sudden coup. 
   Since the country’s elections on No-
vember 8th in which the National League 
for Democracy, Myanmar’s leading civil-
ian party, won 83 percent of the body’s 
available seats, to which the military was 
fervently opposed. Head of the National 
League for Democracy, Ms. Aung Sun Suu 
Kyi had been the effective civilian leader of 
the nation since her election to the position 

in 2015, and it was expected that the new 
Parliament was to endorse the results of the 
November election in order to approve the 
next government. This all took a turn when 
the military refused to accept the results of 
the vote, believing that it dwindled down to 
the popularity of Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi.
   Myanmar’s military took the opportu-
nity of the country’s momentary state of 
uncertainty as a new session of parliament 
was set to open. The military claimed the 
election was fraudulent, and the results of 
the election were then used as a motive to 
take over the country once again. Myan-
mar is no stranger to military rule as it 
was ruled by the armed forces from 1962 
until 2011 when a new government began 

ushering in a return to civilian rule. How-
ever, this time the civilians fired back, and 
protest overtook the nation. The protests 
over the coup have been the largest since 
the so-called Saffron Revolution in 2007. 
They grew so substantial that the military 
was required to impose restrictions, in-
cluding curfews and limits to gatherings. 
   The people of Myanmar have been 
protesting for months now, and the mili-
tary has been desperately trying to shut it 
down. The entire country has been devoid 
of the internet for weeks and communi-
cation has been fairly limited. Addition-
ally, the military has banned social me-
dia sites such as Twitter, Instagram, and 
Facebook, which is the country’s primary 

    Boğaziçi University, Turkey’s top in-
stitution, has been facing scrutiny from 
thousands of conservatives across the na-
tion due to peaceful protests that began on 
January 4th. The cause of the protests is 
the appointment of Melih Bulu to rector by 
presidential decree. Bulu is known for his 
ties to the country’s leading party known 
as AK Parti, which is mainly supported by 
conservatives and individuals who cling to 
ideals left behind by the Ottoman Empire.   
   Hundreds began protesting following 
that appointment, chanting slogans such 
as “Melih Bulu is not our rector” and “we 
don’t want a plagiarist rector”. A shared 
statement which the faculty of the Uni-
versity let out stated that they viewed the 
appointment as a violation of “academic 
freedom and scientific autonomy, as well 
as the democratic values” of Boğaziçi. Not 
only does the appointment of Melih Bulu 
directly encroach on the university’s be-
liefs, but it also broke the long-standing 
tradition of electing rectors from within 
the university. Students and Faculty alike 
have demonstrated immense displea-
sure at the President’s attempt at placing 
political pawns into an institution that 
actively preaches freedom of thought. 
   Across campus, hundreds stood with 
posters and illustrations in a peaceful pro-
test, showing that they have had enough of 
the government corrupting both traditions, 
and ideals. The illustrations, which were 
exhibited across campus, depicted support 
of the LGBT community as well as direct 
disapproval of Bulu’s conservative views. 
Even though the exhibition was peaceful, 

police were soon called onto the campus 
and began detaining students left and right. 
The involvement of authorities incited 
further rage as students began to protest 
more harshly, this time yelling and causing 
a commotion. The police continued with 
their arrests, and security surrounding the 
campus was heightened. Additionally, the 
police positioned military snipers across 
the building as well as the surrounding area.
    A Boğaziçi student who wished to re-
main anonymous gave The Spectator his 
recolection of the days following the ini-
tial arrests: “It seemed surreal, we were 
walking down the streets banging pots and 
pans and chanting our slogans when sud-
denly cops were on the scene. They began 
yelling and threatening us telling us to shut 
up and head home. Even after the banging 
stopped, they kept screaming and pushing 
people around. This one cop started shov-
ing a student and the student soon started 
fighting back which led to a massive fight 
among the crowd. People who were trying 
to help any wounded person were arrest-
ed, passerby’s were arrested, even those 
who didn’t fight were arrested, it was cra-
zy. A couple of days after, we heard that 
police had started to raid the homes of 
people who were at the protest and I was 
terrified I would be next. Hundreds of stu-
dents started petitions to get their friends 
out of jail but it took weeks before they 
were released. Even the media was banned 
from sharing images or detailed descrip-
tions of the protest. I feel like each day, 
this country gets worse and worse, so I 
hope my story can help others see the 
state we are in.” This harrowing account 
depicts just how severe the situation is. 

    To those in Boğaziçi, and those who 
are supporting them from across the coun-
try, these protests mark a historical event. 
With the Turkish government constant-
ly pushing old-fashioned ideals across 
the country, the people at Boğaziçi have 

decided to show them that enough is 
enough. In order to protect LGBT indi-
viduals in Turkey, women, and children, 
these students have risked it all, and this 
protest has definitely left an impression 
on countless individuals across the world.

source of news and information. The Mil-
itary’s restriction of news has incited fur-
ther anger from the citizen of Myanmar. 
   Violent crackdowns have consistently 
occurred throughout the country, with mil-
itary officials raiding homes and streets. 
The protests have resulted in several inju-
ries, and the death toll has officially passed 
500 people. On March 28th, security forces 
opened fire onto civilians across the streets 
of Myingan killing over 90 individuals, 
including several children. Still, the peo-
ple have continued to resist the instigators 
of the coup. With the protests still going 
strong, citizens have stated that their reason-
ing for protest is so that future generations 
won’t have to face the same fate they did.


